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Effective Teachers and Classroom Management T
By Peter Boppert

The two big buzz words in most schools today are “Classroom Management”. In order to be a more
efficient and effective teacher one has to be a good classroom manager. Classroom management refers to the
practices used by a teacher to ensure that instruction and learning will take place in the classroom. A successful
teacher is a good classroom manager who teaches procedures, routines and discipline to their students. It is the
role of the teacher therefore that makes a difference in the learning environment.

Some studies over the last few years have found that many teachers do not teach. These teachers use a
model of teaching called survival to get through the day. They do busywork activities like work sheets, assign
textbook outlines, show unrelated media or just cover material to meet the requirements of the local curriculum.
Since many of these teachers are poor classroom managers their students have no structure and do not know
what to do in the classroom on a daily basis. This usually leads to problems in the class. When a problem occurs
in the class the teacher then must resort to discipline.

In his book “The First Days of School” (copies can be found on all four campuses) Harry Wong gives both new
and well seasoned teachers a plan for becoming effective classroom managers. He feels that all teachers can be
effective teachers. Wong’s plan is to get teachers to teach for learning. In his book and lectures he often asks
the question “do you know how to teach for learning”? He explains that each and every day students come to
school with an expectation for learning and it is the job of the teacher to ignite the learning process in all of their
students. In order to be good at their jobs, teachers need to be successful in what they are doing. Successful
teachers are Master Teachers. Wong says that all master teachers 1. do things right (they are efficient) and
2. do the right things (they are effective). The effective teacher’s affect the lives of their students.

To run a very successful classroom all teachers need to follow the three basic steps outlined in
Wong'’s book. 1. Be an effective classroom manager. 2. Design lessons so that students can reach a mastery
level and 3. Have positive expectations that students will be successful. Wong also states that “a teacher’s
success during the school year will be determined by what they do on the first day of school.”

Effective teachers clearly define classroom procedures and routines to on the first day of class. A procedure is
what the teacher expects the students to do and a routine is what the students do automatically. Students must
know exactly what is expected of them to complete assignments. Good procedures eliminate wasted time in the
classroom.

Effective teachers during the first week of school spend time to introduce, teach and practice classroom
procedures that will become routines for their students. Students need to know where to sit, what are the rules
of the classroom, how they will be graded, what they will be learning this year, where to find assignments, and
how they will be treated by the teacher. Once these procedures are learned they become daily routines as your
students enter your class. Wong says “the very first thing that must occur when students walk in is they must
immediately get to work.”

The effective teacher monitors student behavior and deals with inappropriate behavior in a prompt and
consistent manner. Effective teachers stand or sit where they can observe all of the students in the class at all
times. They are aware of who are listening and participating in classroom activities. They are able to see and
monitor discipline problems that may happen or be inconsistent with class procedures.

The effective teacher is always planning ahead. They have a clear idea of what is to be taught and how to
teach it. They take personal responsibility for student learning and look for ways they can be more effective.
They have high standards and expectations for their students. They provide positive feedback that helps their
students to analyze their work and come to their own conclusions.

So if you are a new teacher just starting out or a well seasoned teacher who feels in a rut, I would invite you
to visit one of our four Curriculum Centers at any of the CSU campuses. At these locations you can borrow
books and media that will help you to become a better classroom manager. There are also materials to help
plan thematic units and guides to help you write lesson plans. Come for a visit and see what the CSU
Curriculum Centers have to offer.
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Lesson Plans and Educational Resources
By Frances Nadeau

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com A to Z Teacher Stuff

Although this site includes advertisements, there are many lesson plans and teaching resources. Click on “Lessons” in tabs running
across the screen. Under the 16 subject areas are links to grade-level lessons. For example under science lessons, there are
descriptions for building a lighthouse and a balloon rocket.

http://www.ceismc.gatech.edu/busyt Busy Teachers’ Web Site
Busy Teachers’ Web Site is designed to direct teachers to source material and lesson plans available on the Internet. The webmaster, a
faculty member at Georgia Institute of Technology, annotates the sites to assist users in determining the value of the links.

http://school.discovery.com Discovery Schools

“Lesson Plans” tab on left side lists lesson plans by grade level or subject area. Many plans are tied to products for sale in their
“Teacher Store.” “Puzzlemaker” allows you to create your own crossword, maze and other puzzles. Kathy Schrock’s Guide for
Educators, one of the best websites available for educators, lists websites arranged by subject.

http://www.education-world.com Education World

Created by Education World, Wallingford, CT and sponsored by an insurance company, this site has an extensive list of lesson plans
under “Lesson Planning.” Under “More Resources” on the bottom left are links to the national standards developed by NCTM, NCSS,
etc plus links to individual state standards.

http://lessonplanspage.com Lesson Plans Page
Developed by students and faculty at the University of Missouri and now owned by EdScope, this site contains over 3,500 lesson plans.
Select the subject and then grade level.

http://mathforum.org Math Forum

Created by Math Forum at Drexel University, this site is an online community of teachers, students, researchers, parents, and educators
who have an interest in mathematics and math education. It has been consistently recognized as the leader in its field for providing high
quality content. Click on “Resources & Tools,” then “Teacher’s Exchange” for lesson plans; or click on “Educators” which links to the
“Teachers’ Place” and provides lists of websites.

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com Science NetLinks

Science NetLinks is part of the MarcoPolo Education Foundation which provides links to Internet-based lesson plans and to reviewed
Internet sites for K-12 science educators. Lessons include the science benchmark and description from Benchmarks for Science
Literacy.

http://www.sitesforteachers.com Sites For Teachers
Learning Page advertises this as the “Net’s Best Resource for Teachers.” The site provides a listing of websites that contain teacher
resources and educational material arranged by subject category and marked by popularity.

http://www.teachersfirst.com TeachersFirst

A division of Network for Instructional TV, this site collects and reviews resources useful to classroom teachers. Select “Classroom
Resources” and then “Content Matrix” to see listing of subjects and grade levels that link to content websites. The “Site Resources”
and “Search” provides an alternate access to the websites. “Site Resources” followed by “Weekly Updates” features a changing brain
twister and an interactive question-problem.

http://www.teachers.net Teachers.net

This website for teachers includes lesson plans, supplies to order, chat boards, and centers for networking. While this website does
include sponsors and advertising, it also contains many helpful resources for teachers including lesson plans, supplies to order, chat
boards and centers for networking. “Lessons Plan” on the right side links to “The Lesson Bank” with 3500 free lesson plans.

http://www.teachersnetwork.org Teachers Network
The Teachers Network, a New York nonprofit, supports classroom teachers by providing this online resource with teacher-designed
activities, interactive thematic units, hands-on curriculum projects, and ideas for bulletin boards.
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WebQuests: Harnessing the Power of the Internet for Learning
by Jenny Innes

What is a WebQuest?

WebQuests are inquiry-oriented activities in which some or all of the information that learners interact
with comes from resources on the internet. WebQuests are guided explorations, requiring students to
interact with the material they encounter and do something meaningful with it. Through the process of
completing a WebQuest, students should "learn how to learn," learn to work collaboratively, and to make
sense of information.

The concept was first developed and defined by Dr. Bernie Dodge, Professor of Educational Technology at
San Diego State University. Dr. Dodge first coined the term in 1995, when teaching pre-service teachers
ways to use the internet in the manner that demands higher-order thinking skills.

Teachers can utilize the many WebQuests available through the Web, or can develop their own, using
established guidelines.

How are WebQuests different from other web-based learning activities?

Every WebQuest should have six essential components. These are determined by the developer or class-
room teacher:

Introduction. Background information on the WebQuest topic; why the topic is important.

Task. A description of what the student will do and what the final product will look like.

Resources. A list of web resources needed to complete the task.

Process. The precise process students should follow to complete the task. The process should be broken
down into steps.

Guidance. How the student should organize the information acquired. Examples include organizational
frameworks such as timelines, concept maps, or cause-and-effect diagrams. Teacher guidance can also
include objectives, standards for evaluation, and audience.

Conclusion. A summary that brings closure to the quest, reminds learners about what they've learned
and encourages them to extend the experience into other domains.

Where can I find useful examples of WebQuests?

WebQuest.org. Developed and maintained by developer Dr. Bernie Dodge, the site includes a searchable WebQuest
database, rubrics, and “QuestGarden” authoring software. The site is updated often with current examples of how
teachers are utilizing Webquests in their classrooms. Click on "Find WebQuests" to search a database of over 2500
WebQuests by title, description, author name, or URL. Use the "Curriculum x Grade Level Matrix" to locate
WebQuests for specific grade levels.

Google. When searching the web via Google or another search engine, be as specific as you can and enclose any
phrases in quotes. Carefully evaluate any resource identified as a WebQuest. Many web-based learning activities,
including scavenger hunts, are mistakenly labeled "WebQuests.” Look for the six component framework as an
indicator; use of a rubric or checklist is recommended. Assign your students the very best!
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CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
http://www.ccsu.edu/library/nadeau/
UpdatedBeginning/curriculum_lab.htm

EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
http://www.easternct.edu/smithlibrary/library1/
curriculum.htm

SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
http://www.southernct.edu/departments/Irc/

WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
http://www.wesu.edu/web/about/collections/
curriculum/

CSU Curticulum Materials Center Website:
http://library.wesu.edu/csu/curriculum/
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% he J. Eugene Smith Library & % he Child and Family Development Resource Center

Presents Ella’s Library Nook at Ee_tsttelrlnl Cmmnecticu[t Ste_lte University

Ella’s Library Nook, a special place for borrowing books for family reading time, opened its doors on July 13t. The special library designed for families affiliated with
the Child and Family Resource Center is set up to assist the literacy needs of students who attend the CFDRC. Students who attended Ella’s opening were introduced
to the Curriculum Center staff, and Ella the elephant (the Library Nook mascot). They were also taught the procedures for borrowing library materials and how to
properly treat items on loan. The children were asked their understanding concerning the difference between books borrowed from a library collection versus those
found in a personal collection. The children who are learning about communities though the Center were told that Ella the elephant is part of a community and that
her family is large and she has lots of sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, and cousins. They also heard that Ella is a very unique elephant with blue coloring and various
colored dots who enjoys being read to and is learning how to read. She really appreciates receiving books as gifts and has lots of books to share and loan to her friends
in the Center. Some of Ella’s favorite books are: Olivia’s Missing Toy, What Happened to Marion’s Book? Where’s My Teddy? Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother Too?
If You're Happy and You Know It! and Bear Wants More. They were told that the books in the library come from Ella’s collection and that it is her wish that the
students enjoy them and take great care of her books returning them in the shape that they were received. They were also reminded that the books are being loaned
and need to make their way back to Ella’s Library Nook so others can enjoy them too.

Each student left with library bookmarks and an application for their caregivers to fill out for borrowing privileges at Ella’s Library Nook. By the end of the month all
25 applications were returned and students were issued personal library cards. Caregivers who completed an application received a hardcover book titled,

What Happened to Marion’s Book? by Brook Berg. The book is about a hedgehog named Marion who loves to read and takes her books everywhere. The problems
begin when one day she brings a book to the breakfast table. That's when things start to get messy. Through trial and error, and finally a lesson from the school
librarian, Marion learns the proper way to care for books. The book was given to each family to establish or enhance their child’s home collection/library and to
reinforce the proper handling of library materials.

Students who have an Ella’s Library Nook Library Card have a choice from over 500 books and a small collection of puppets for their early literacy needs. The
collection is made up of picture books, board books and non-fiction titles. They may also borrow a colorful book bag on wheels to carry their items. Ella’s Library
Nook is located in the Family Resource Room at the Child and Family Resource Development Center and will be open on Thursdays from 8am-9:30am, and from
3:30 pm-5:30 pm. Library staff will be available to answer questions and to assist students with picking literature that is of interest to them.

The library staff at Ella’s are excited about this wonderful opportunity and look forward to working with the children, parents, and the staff at the CFDRC!

The following fun sayings are from the book The Shelf Elf by Jackie Mims Hopkins and were demonstrated to the children while instructing them on how to properly
care for books.

Return your books when they are due, so others can enjoy them, too. Turn the pages with great care; leave them whole without a tear.

Keep your books clean and neat, away from all you drink and eat. Keep books safe and out of view, from little ones and dogs that chew.

If you need to save your place, stick a bookmark in that space.




